Maj Mark D. Hedden is the Director, Information Operations, 1st Special Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field, FL.  He oversees all aspects of Information Operations for the wing through two distinct but integrated divisions, Information Transformation Office (ITO) and the Information Warfare Division (IWD).  ITO, with a core of 14 Civilians and 12 contractors, is primarily responsible for providing computer and technical support for tactical and flying units and Command, Control, Computer, Communication, and Intelligence for the Warfighter (C4IFTW) for 1 SOW and AFSOC aircraft throughout the world.  ITO is also responsible for providing C4IFTW for the CENTCOM Combined Joint Special Operations Air Component Joint Operations Center.  IWD, with a core of 3 active duty personnel, is responsible for integrating all aspect of IO to prosecute missions both in-garrison and deployed.  As Director of IO Maj Hedden oversees a cadre of over 75 IO and OPSEC Coordinators in every major unit within the wing and is the Wing’s primary point of contact for all Cyberspace issues.  
Major Hedden entered the Air Force in 1997 as a Reserve Officer Training Corps graduate from Florida State University.  He is an Electronic Warfare Officer with more than 1700 flying hours.  Major Hedden previous assignments included, 41st Electronic Combat Squadron, Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona, where he was an evaluator with duties in current operations, Tactics, and Standardization and Evaluations.  He later was assigned to the 353 Special Operations Group and the 1st Special Operations Squadron, Kadena, Japan, where he was an instructor and evaluator in MC-130H’s, and held duties as the mobility officer, executive officer, resource advisor, and Deputy Chief of Group Standardization and Evaluation.  Prior to assuming his current duties he was an evaluator EWO in the 15th Special Operations Squadron.

EDUCATION


1994 Bachelor of Arts in English, Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg, VA

2002 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, AL
ASSIGNMENTS

1.  May 1997 - July 1998, student, undergraduate electronic warfare training, Pensacola NAS, FL

2.  July 1998 - January 2003, instructor and evaluator electronic warfare officer, 41st Electronic Combat Squadron

3. January 2003 - June 2003, student, MC-130H electronic warfare officer, Kirtland AFB, NM

4.  June 2003 - June 2005, MC-130H instructor and evaluator electronic warfare officer, executive officer, resource advisor, mobility officer, 1st Special Operations Squadron, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan

5. June 2005 - June 2006, deputy Chief of Standardization and Evaluations, 353d Special Operations Group, Kadena AB, Japan

6. June 2006 - May 2007, MC-130H instructor and evaluator electronic warfare officer and resource advisor, 15 Special Operations Squadron, Hurlburt Field, FL

7.  May 2007 - present, Director, Information Operations, 1st Special Operations Wing, Hurlburt Field, FL

FLIGHT INFORMATION

Rating:  Senior Navigator

Flight hours: more than 1,700

Aircraft Flown: T-34, T-1, EC-130H, MC-130H, MC-130P, F-16D, E3B, U28A
MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Meritorious Service Medal

Air Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Joint Service Achievement Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

National Defense Service Medal

Kosovo Campaign Medal

Iraq Campaign Medal

Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal

Global War on Terrorism Service Medal

Korean Defense Service Medal

Humanitarian Service Medal

Air Force Expeditionary Service Ribbon with Gold Border

EFFECTIVE DATES

Second Lieutenant: May 3, 1997

First Lieutenant: May 3, 1999

Captain: May 3, 2001

Major: October 1, 2006
(Current as of April 2008)
